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Communication is key to long-lasting relationship

CHAP. (MAJ.) KAREN BRANDON

Center Staff Chaplain’s Office
alentine’s Day is upon us

Vagai n. Some of us love it;

some of us love to hate it.
One hillion cards are sent each year
for Valentine's Day, making it the
second highest day in the sales of
cards, exceeded only by Christmas.
According to the Greeting Card
Association, 85 percent of Valentine's
Day cards are sent by women (sur-
prise, surprise).

The historical basis of Valentine's
Day is abit fuzzy, but very early peo-
ple were sending each other greetings
expressing their feelings of affection.
One of the greatest love stories is that
of President Harry Truman and his
wife, Bess. They first met in Sunday
School. He was 6 years old and she
was 5, but Harry had his eye on Bess
even then. They graduated from high
school together in 1901 and went
their separate ways. It was nine years

before they were reacquainted, and
Harry began his pursuit of Bess. They
lived 20 miles apart, but that was not
a problem for Harry. He courted her
by mail, and their correspondence
continued through nearly 50 years,
including their nine-year courtship
and 53 years of marriage.

Harry entered politics in 1922 and
assumed the Presidency in 1945 when
President Franklin D. Roosevelt died.
Bess never liked living in Washington
and would spend extended periods
back in their home state of Missouri.
When they were apart they kept in
touch by writing almost daily. June
28, their wedding anniversary, was
always a day to commemorate in
writing. Even when they were togeth-
er on that day they would write
anniversary notes to each other and
deliver them by hand. After years of
marriage, President Truman once
wrote to Bess, “I still believe my
sweetheart is the ideal woman, and

my daughter is her duplicate.” Not
flowery but sincere.

Turn back the clock about a hun-
dred years for another great love
story. Robert Browning first wrote to
Elizabeth Barrett in 1845 after read-
ing a volume of poems that she had
written. Over the course of the next
20 months, they wrote almost 600 |et-
ters to each other. They married in
1846. She continued writing poetry,
inspired by her husband’s great love
for her. The famous lines “How do |
love thee, let me count the ways ...”
were written by Elizabeth Barrett
Browning out of their courtship by
correspondence and the early years of
their marriage. They had only 15
years together before Elizabeth died
in her husband’s arms, yet their love
has inspired many lovers through
their writing.

What do both of these love stories
have in common? The couples began
and nurtured their relationship

through correspondence. They com-
municated not only their love to each
other, but they shared the day-to-day
events of their lives in their letters.
We can never have too much commu-
nication with those we love. That is
how we get to know each other better.
As we write or talk, we give some-
thing of ourselves to our beloved. It's
ayear-round Valentine.

In these days of deployment when
we are saying goodbye to loved ones,
it is imperative that we communicate
with each other. Whether by email or
snail mail, by videotape, VTC or tele-
phone, we cannot let the distance
defeat us. There will be times of lone-
liness and frustration, but don’'t give
up. You and your loved one can be a
lifeline for each other and for your
relationship — if you keep up your
communication. Just like the Trumans
and the Brownings.

ATTENTION MILITARY READERS

Please tell our advertisers you saw their ad in your Monitor. Support the advertisers
who appreciate the military. Without their support this paper would not be possible.

Breathe Well, Function Better
Stop Smoking, Live Longer

Sun ity Pulmonary Critical Care
Dr. Prady Mummady, 1M.D.

Pulmonary Critical Care Specialist
Sleep Disorders
Board Certified in Pulmonary and Int. Med.

10501 Vista Del Sol
Suite 200 ¢ El Paso, TX, 79902
Phone 590-9981 ¢ Fax 590-9715

Chronic Cough, allergies/asthma problems, sinus problems, bronchitis,
emphysema/COPD, lung tumors, environmental associated lung problems.
All other lung problems including sleep related breathing disorders.

Medicare, Medicaid, & Most Insurance Accepted.

Over 25 Yrs. Experience
Free Initial Visit

* Divorce & Family
Law

e D.W.I. & Other
Misdemeanors

* Felonies - State &
Federal

e UCMJ Defense

532-3647

2517 Montana Ave.
El Paso, TX

* NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF
LEGAL SPECIALIZATION
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SATURN

FREE 19’
Color TV

w/any Used Car
Purchase

&

USED CARS from
SATURN.

C

Honesty, Sincerity and Integrity....

All' used vehicles go through an extensive inspection process:

ERTIFIED:*152-point Safety and
Mechanical inspection.
* 4 yr/50,000 mile warranty

Safety and Mechanical

Saturn of El Paso Saturn of Las Cruces
7750 Gateway East
El Paso, TX 79915

‘%ms) 591-1900 ‘%(505) 521-1900

Fox' (915) 594-4943 Fax' (505)521-9249

10153@saturnfacility.com

ERTIFIED:VehICle passed 100'p0|nt www.saturnofelpaso.com

860 N. Telshor Blvd
Las Cruces, NM 88011

1117 4@saturnfacility.com

www.saturnoflascruces.com

(Se Habla Espafiol)
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X x

* That’s doing business the Saturn Way. inspection. *

1-10 AT MCRAE EXIT

* 89 Dodge Dynasty, Loaded $2,500 98 Mazda Protege, Loaded $6,295 00 Chevy Blazer 4x4, Loaded $16,595 99 Nissan Altima, Loaded $11,995 *
96 Saturn SL, Cass, A/C $3,495 98 Saturn SL, Cass $6,350 01 Mitsubishi Mirage, Loaded $9,495 00 Honda Civic, Loaded $11,995

* 94 Saturn Coupe SC2, AT A/C $3,995 00 Saturn LS, M, A/C $9,995 02 Hyundai Accent Loaded $9,595 00 Dodge Dakota 4x4, Loaded $18,995 *
98 Ford Escort, AT, A/C $3,995 98 Ford Taurus LXI, Loaded $6,595 02 Suzuki Esteem AT, A/C, Cass $9,595 01 Pont Grand AM SE Loaded $12,495
96 Saturn Coupe SCl, Cass AC $4,995 99 Chevy Prizm, Loaded $7,495 02 Mitsubishi Lancer, Loaded $9,595 99 GMC Safari Loaded $12,595

‘k 97 Pont Grand AM, AT, PW,PL  §5,495 00 Mitsubishi Mirage, AT, A/C $7,495 99 Nissan KingCab, A/C, Cass $9,995 99 Mercury Villager, Loaded $12,750 *
93 Saturn SL2, A, Loaded $3,495 95 Ford F-150, Loaded $7,495 01 Dodge Neon, A/c, Cas. $9,495 98 Ford Explorer, Loaded $12,995

* 97 Saturn Coupe SC2, A/C, Cass $5,595 99 Saturn SL2, Loaded $7,595 01 Saturn SL2, Loaded $9,995 98 Cadillac Catera, Leather, Loaded $12,995 *
98 Dodge Neon, A/C, AT $5,995 96 Ford T-Bird LX, Loaded $7,995 01 Toyota Corolla, AT, A/C $10,495 99 VW lettq, Loaded $13,375

* 98 Saturn SLI, AT, A/C, Cass $6,295 00 Ford Escort, Loaded $8,495 00 Dodge Stratus, Leather, loaded $10,995 99 Nissan Maxima, Loaded $15,995 *

Call 1ISG(R) Leo Dayon Sales Manager

All Prices plus T.T. & L
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