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For the third straight year, Patriot
Soldiers from Fort Bliss are preparing
for a yearlong deployment to the
Korean Theater of Operations. This
time, four batteries from the 2nd
Battalion, 43rd Air Defense Artillery,
108th Air Defense Artillery Brigade
are in the process of making them-
selves combat ready for the defense of
the 39th parallel.

Since mid-January the entire battal-
ion has been in the field training for
any possible situation they may face
in South Korea. Convoy operations,
ranges, and NBC training, are just a
few of the areas covered in the nearly
month-long field exercise. When the
battalion returns to garrison later this
week they plan to be prepared for the
Mission Rehearsal Exercise, which
will take place in March. Once the
MRE is complete the batteries deploy-
ing will be ready to take the place of
their fellow Patriot Soldiers in South
Korea.

“We need to be trained and ready
for a real world mission,” Maj.
Freddie Mack, 2-43 Operations offi-
cer (S-3) said. “Right now we’re exe-
cuting all the tasks that we need to be
ready for Korea.”

When the current field training is
done the batteries will train to become
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Table VIII certified.

Other leaders in the battalion are
looking at the training as a way to
keep themselves and their Soldiers
proficient in all combat skills.

“This is great for all the Soldiers,
because we get to train on something
other than Patriot,” 2nd Lt. Brent
Courtney, A Btry. 2-43 ADA, said.

Courtney was the convoy com-
mander during his batteries’ run
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-43 prepares for ROK deployment

through the convoy live fire exercise.

“This is great experience for any-
one in a leadership role,” said
Courtney.

“With the convoy live fire exercise
Soldiers get to learn a lot on new
weapons,” Sgt. Michael Lane, A Btry.
2-43, said. “This is outstanding train-
ing. We should do it more often.”

Along with the field training,
Soldiers are also preparing their fami-

weapons, were used at the ranges.

“With the convoy live fire
exercise Soldiers get to learn a
lot on new weapons. This is
outstanding training. We
should do it more often.”

Sgt. Michael Lane
A Btry. 2-43 ADA

All 2-43 units took part in an NBC rodeo during the
field exercise. Here Soldiers practice canister
exchange while in the gas chamber. About 10 differ-
ent stations were set up during the NBC training.

(Left) Soldiers check the zero targets after the M-16
firing. All Soldiers in the battalion were required to
qualify on their assigned weapon.

lies for the deployment. Recently the
battalion held a family readiness
meeting to discuss the timeline before
departure of the troops.

“The Army has done a reassess-
ment of where the threat is,” Col.
David Mann, 108th ADA Bde. com-
mander, said as he explained to the
families why the 2-43 Batteries would
be going to South Korea. “What we’re
doing is trying to posture ourselves to
best take care of that threat. These
Soldiers will keep a credible defense
of Korea.”

The battalion commander, Lt. Col.
Ron Williams, spoke of the impor-
tance of having an up to date power of
attorney and will; he added that it will
be important for the spouse to bear the
responsibility of keeping paperwork
up to date because of all the field exer-
cises taking place.

When the battalion departs Fort
Bliss this spring, they will become
part of 35th ADA Bde.; the Soldiers
who they are replacing will then
become 2-43.

After the deployment the only con-
nection the batteries will have with 2-
43 are the Family Readiness Groups.

The battalion will begin its final
training and field exercises in late
February.



