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*Promotion applies to new money not already on deposit with GECU. Penalty for early withdrawal. $2,500 minimum deposit required to open SmartStep CD. Rate may be changed to prevailing rate one time during the two-year term account; twice during the five-year term account.
The 5-year option is available until April 29, 2006. Anyone living or working in El Paso County or in Doña Ana County not more than 25 miles from our 1500 North Resler office is eligible for GECU membership.
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Get a free Cold Stone Creamery

Ice Cream Cake when you

open a SmartStepCD by April 29th!

The GECU SmartStep CD gives you the best of both worlds! With a five-year SmartStep
CD, you can change your interest rate twice* during the term. You choose to upgrade to
the prevailing rate when the time is right for you. And when you invest in a SmartStep
CD your money stays right here in El Paso helping other GECU member-owners improve
the quality of their lives in the form of new loans. It's a win-win for everyone. So go
ahead, have your cake and eat it, too!

5-year term*

Rate may be changed

twice during term.

(Available through April 29, 2006)

2-year term*

Rate may be changed

once during term.
(Available anytime)

Two SmartStep CD options to choose from:

SmartStep CD
$2,500 to open

For current rates, log on to SmartBranch at www.gecu-ep.org
and click on “Current Rates”. Or, call SmartCall at 778-9221.
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PEP offers new perspective for newcomer spouses
VIRGINIA REZA
Monitor Staff

In an effort to provide newcomer
spouses with a positive outlook of
their new surroundings, the Fort Bliss
Army Community Service initiated
the People Encouraging People pro-
gram, designed to spunk-up even the
gloomiest viewpoints.

The PEP program began in January
and has received great reviews from
the attendees, according to Cher
Poehlein, relocation readiness manag-
er, who brought the idea from her pre-
vious duty station in Germany.    

Spouses are encouraged to attend
the three-day program, which will
enhance their knowledge of the serv-
ices available here, along with a two-
hour introduction of the Spanish lan-
guage and culture. They also have the
opportunity to make new friends and
explore their new horizons with the
help of Poehlein, who is congenially
referred to as the “bubbly tour guide.” 

People with children will receive
free child care for up to 15 hours a
week per child.  

The tour includes Fort Bliss,
William Beaumont Army Medical
Center, Biggs Army Airfield, Old
Mesilla and El Paso, to include the
downtown area.

“There are great shopping opportu-
nities downtown,” said Shirley
Gaymon, attendee. “It was quite inter-
esting. I have never been this far west
in the country. At the stores, they bare-

ly spoke English, and I don’t speak
Spanish, but I’m going to learn while
I’m here. This program has given me
new perspectives on things.” 

“Everybody walked back with
packages,” said Poehlein excitedly. 

The April class was composed of
spouses from five different countries.
One was from South Africa and has
only been in the United States for a
month. Other countries were
Germany, Jamaica, the Philippines,
Switzerland and the Guam territory.  

Lilly Reed, attendee, said due to the
PEP program, she is now enrolled in a
Spanish language class, a resume
writing class and an interviewing
techniques course. 

Sharon Nettles, the only U.S.
spouse from California in the group,
said, “I thought this program was
excellent because I have children at
home, and they provided free child
care. That gave me a chance to get
acquainted with other people and the
community. I feel like, at least now, I

have the tools to get around and start a
life here.”     

Poehlein gives a bit of advice to all
participants, “Get out and learn about
the community you live in.
Volunteering is a great way to learn
about the culture and to gain experi-
ence at the same time. Don’t let the
language barrier hinder you.”

For more information or to register
for the PEP program, call 568-1132.

VIRGINIA REZA

People Encouraging People participants head off to a tour of Old Mesilla April 12. 


